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CONFIDENTIAL ALGIERS 0562 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

SUB J : APPOINTMENTS WITH PRESIDENT AND MINISTERS 
REF: DAMASCUS 0609 

1. WE ASSUME REFTEL WAS SENT HERE TO MAKE US FEEL 
GOOD. I HAVE SEEN BOUMEDIENE FOUR TIMES IN PAST FOUR 
WEEKS WITH VARIOUS DISTINGUISHED VISITORS (TIME-NEWSTOUR, 
CODELS MCCLURE AND IPU AND UNDER SECRETARY ROBINSON). 
EACH VISIT HAS BEEN A CLIFF HANGER, HOWEVER, BECAUSE 
PRESIDENCY DOES NOT MAKE APPOINTMENT UNTIL AFTER VISITOR 
ARRIVES ALGIERS. OTHER MINISTERS, PERHAPS IN EMULATION, 

LIKE TO GIVE APPOINTMENTS ON ONE HOUR (AND SOMETIMES 
LESS) NOTICE. 

2. WHILE JANUARY-FEBRUARY RECORD HAS BEEN GOOD, BELIEVE 
TRACK HAS TAKEN ABOUT AS MUCH AS IT CAN FOR A WHILE AND 
HOPE WE HAVE A RESPITE FOR A FEW WEEKS. SUGGEST DEPARTMENT 
ALSO INCLUDE CAUTION IN PARA 5 REFTEL IN BRIEFING 

VISITORS COMING ALGIERS AS WELL AS DAMASCUS. 

PARKER 
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